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At the beginning of each Congress, every member raises his or her right hand and swears an oath to support 
and defend the Constitution from all enemies, both foreign and domestic. Today, our constitutional government, 
our American way of life, and the U.S.-led world order based on freedom face a variety of growing threats from 
abroad. Our nation’s two political parties are offering very different ideas for how we tackle those threats. 

For eight years, President Obama’s failed policies allowed our greatest adversaries to grow stronger while 
weakening America’s position as the world’s preeminent power. During this time, Communist China and Russia went 
completely unchecked, Iran was gifted a plane full of cash, jihadist groups such as ISIS were casually dismissed 
as the “JV squad,” key allies were offended, foreign aid and United Nations dues failed to advance U.S. interests, 
and America behaved sheepishly on the world stage. 

In contrast, since taking office, President Donald Trump has restored bold American leadership and credibility 
by advancing an “America First” national security and foreign policy agenda. This approach seeks to advance 
American global interests above all else and restore confidence in America’s purpose. It recognizes the United 
States is the best force for good in the world and that our strength creates more freedom, prosperity, and potential 
for people everywhere.  The idea of “American Exceptionalism” shines bright again. As a result, America is 
standing up to Communist China for the first time in decades, Russia has been exposed as a national security threat, 
Iran’s sweetheart nuclear deal has been replaced with a maximum pressure campaign, and we have decimated 
traditional ISIS strongholds. Additionally, international governing bodies and recipients of U.S. foreign aid have 
been put on notice that American support comes with “America First” conditions. And importantly, President Trump 
has stood by our most important ally in Israel, even taking the long overdue, extraordinary step of moving our 
embassy to Jerusalem. 

Congressional Democrats have fought this commonsense “America First” strategy at every turn. They have 
repeatedly questioned the president’s aggressive posture against Communist China, even defending China’s 
handling of the COVID-19 crisis. Despite supporting President Obama’s weak posture on Russia, they now claim to 
be “Russia hawks” even though there is ample evidence to the contrary. They were outraged when President Trump 
pulled out of the Iran nuclear deal and even more upset when he took down terrorist leader Qassem Soleimani 
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in defense of American lives. Instead of celebrating our embassy’s move to Jerusalem, Congressional Democrats 
expressed silence or open disdain. They continue to support the same failed foreign policies that undermined 
American credibility, damaged our alliances, and emboldened tyrants and terrorists.

We, the members of the Republican Study Committee’s National Security & Foreign Affairs Task Force, are committed 
to building upon President Trump’s efforts to keep our country safe and to advancing policies in Congress that will 
strengthen American leadership. The RSC National Security Strategy: Strengthening America & Countering Global 
Threats provides a comprehensive blueprint with over 130 policy recommendations for how Congress can engage 
in this important debate.

The crisis our country is currently enduring makes it vitally important that American leadership on the global stage 
remains robust. The ideas we present here would ensure that remains the case for generations to come. 
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